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had been used by Ibn Sa'ud in 1900 as his base for the opera-
tions that led to his recapture of Riyadh from the usurping
dynasty of Ibn Rashid in the following spring. No motor car
had yet visited Jabrin at the time of Major Cheesman's
journey, and it would seem that, while cars have since
reached Haradh not infrequently in the course of hunting
expeditions, the through trip to Jabrin itself has only been
performed once as a pioneer experiment. Between Haradh1
and Jabrin, however, the going is said to be excellent, while
the occurrence of long patches of heavy sand makes the
northern section of the route rather more difficult.
We had thus made a considerable detour for the barren
satisfaction of placing on the map the two waterings of
Hafair and Qadha, which had long since been abandoned to
the tender mercies of the sand. Our next objective was to
rejoin the main body and we turned south until from the
crest of a range of dunes we espied the caravan crawling
along in the far distance—a dark streak in the yellowish
immensity of the rolling wilderness. We crossed the tracks
of a wolf and saw occasional traces of bustard, but the most
interesting experience of this first day in the sands was an
object-lesson in the noble art of tracking evoked by the sight
of northward-trending camel-tracks spread out over a wide
front. Look, said 'Ali to Ibn Humaiyid, it is the folk of
Salih ibn 'Ali (a minor chief of the 'Uwair section of Ghafran)
come up from the south. They spoke of his coming soon but
I thought we might find his people yet in the sands. It is
but a day, or perhaps two, since they passed this way.
Doubtless they watered at Zibda. And look, there is So-and-
So and So-and-So—for there were human footprints too and
these people were of his near kinship—and there is Salih
himself, God save him! So they marched on against the
current of the tracks, communing with each other aloud,
exchanging notes on those eloquent prints in the desert
sand. It was months since 'Ali had seen anything of his own
1 About 1J days' journey south of Haradh lies an unimportant watering
called Waqar, while a group of rocks and caves known as Qusur ibn 'Ajlan
lies not far from Haradh and a day's journey south of the Hasa-Riyadh
road. Major Gheesman was in error in stating that there is no water
between Zamuqa, Hasa and Jabrin.—See In Unknown Arabia, p. 16.

